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Application No. 09/973,225 

Amendment dated 8/13/03 

Reply to Office Action of 4/2 1/2003 

Amendments t» the Claims: 

This listing of claims win replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims. , 

Claim 1. (cancelled). 

Claim 2. (currently amended) A device for sealing a hole having a wall of surrounding material^ 
antral axis, and a predetermined inside diameter, the device comprising u l leant ono clement 
*4th a disc shaped surface and of generally uniform thickness, having a radially outer^nulir 
and olanar rim smaller than the diameter of the hole a cc ep t ing the clement, and having a cone 
dome shape, , ^ " P^ ^ntinnous surface with a central apex raised above th e plan eo f the 
, in a first direction, the outer rim having a large enough diameter relative to the diameter 
of the hole that whan the rim is S u r r"rt*H in the first direction normal to the axis of the Me 
the rim expands radially outward to engage the hole watt upon application of an axial force 
applied in &c first direction to the rim and a u tco ad arid form np p lioH toj hr r qitrri apre in 
a second opposing direction to the central apex, whereby the surfire in flattened to traverse 
„nH ^1 the hole and fr« rim is exnan d »H radially outward to engage the hple wall . 

Claim 3. (withdrawn) 

Claim 4. (currently Amended) A device per claim 2, wherein the element cone or dome shaped 
surface is formed as a eonc or dome ohaped transverse bottom at one afirst end of a 
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i jn.,,1, , rt, r -mft- -- t * *- fif « of the CYlinder ' othe ^ 

second end r.f the cylinder comprising a radially outwardly projecting shoulder having a 
greater diameter than the hol e the apex Qf the surfer* heinp raised relative to the rim 

cpcnnd end tto rim being supported in the first direction hy the shoulder. 

Claim 5. (Currently Amended) A. device to reduce a hole having a wall of surrounding material. 
a central axis, and a predetermined inside diameter, the device comprising f*4e aS H** 
elea*,*™* a first frustaconical Mspei surface and-e of generally uniform thickness, 
having a base and a top, with a radially outer planar rim forming the base with a smaller 
diameter than the hole and a central opening at the top the rim Wm? of ^ q ter diameter 
^ .^ n ^tri CW i* ^-ntralnneW tmda^ 
,i, ?ra - tt,. first su rf»~ » central openinr the same diameter as the first surface 

^ rh. se W Hrin. inverted with respect to the first surface such that 

ffr 1 th« rims of each — »™»" "™™ted. the outer rim u large cnnn C h 

dium Uu rclativr t o the dia n a lu n f th n h o le Umi tf m rim nrp nn J j imfi u M jf r mt^ rd t o 

LllLL , L , t l,r hnlr vrnll "Y' f ™ th ™ B of the h ° le ™* ^ ^ 

^ Panned in ^ ^ th« nlane, of the rims normal to the axis of the hole, 

upon application of an op posing axial feree forces applied to the rim rims 
d h urt i uii Lupoi d th r tn p ind n ^ , ul iu iul fuac upplinil nfliHw r th e top in a w wnrl 
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.Ha u hH uUl ™ - ttU —W "i n nfftr rinHu^ .ndtheriim m 

nrrmffll--' "iif"r ^ ^ ^ 



Claims 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 (Cancelled). 



Claim It (curtly Amended) A device in accord withclain, «t wherein the demem 
former comprises an annulus of elastomer inserted and retained between me first and 

second surfaces. 
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